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Christendom. 


FEBRUARY, 1881. 


THE MONTH. 
Tae second session of Queen Victoria's tenth Parliament has been opened amidst 
various indications that it.is likely to prove one of the most important and momen- 
tous sessions of Her Majesty’s reign. After sitting for a month later than usual in 
the autamn, Parliament has now been called together one month earlier. No party, 
however, finds fault with the Government for this. Our legislators, of whatever 
views, concur in the language of the Queen's Speech—that matters of special urgency 
require their attention. Home, foreign, and colonial affairs all press for earnest 
consideration and decisive settlement; and, as regards the topics which it touches, 
the Royal Speech is more than ordinarily full. Whether men regard the outlook with 
apprehension or with hope, all are conscious of its gravity; and that characteristic of 
the situation is amply recognized both in the Speech itself and in the debates on the 
Address presented in reply. In the discussion in the Upper House, Lord Beacons- 
field intimated his belief that the difficulties in our foreign relations were increasing, 


that any day might find us committed to a war—a war, too, with our “old ally ’— 


and that many of the perils which now beset us might be traced to the spirit in 
which the present Ministers entered upon office, and their determination to 
reverse, so far as possible, in their foreign policy, the spirit and traditions of 
their predecessors. For this somewhat gloomy view of the position the late Premier 
was censured by Earl Granville, who referred to the success achieved by the 
Cabinet, in concert with the Powers of Europe, on the Montenegrin question, and 
the probability that similar united action would, ere long, bring about a settlement 
of the yet more important questions still pending between the Ottoman Government 
and Greece. The debate in the Commons, however, in its undoubted and intense 
importance, varying in its phases from day to day, and affording in its progress un- 
mistakable indications of the attitude and temper of the various parties in the House, 
has far eclipsed in public interest the discussions of the Upper Chamber. Ireland 
has, of course, been prominent throughout, and on the Irish measures indicated by 
the Government, and the amendments to the Address proposed or advocated by the 
Irish members, public notice has been chiefly fixed. Signs have not been wanting 
that the leader of the Land League party and his followers are bent upon pursuing, 
as before, their policy of obstruction, and of bringing legislation to a stand; but 
signs also are abundant which show that this dishonourable conduct will receive not 
only no support, but the most decided opposition, from every other party in the 
House of Commons. The Premier has clearly indicated, in respect to Ireland, the 

on which the Government policy is based. Measures for the restoration 
of peace and order, for the protection of property and life, will first be introduced, 
and a scheme for the revision and reform cf the Land Laws will immediately follow. 
The Ministry thus proclaim their conviction that repressive and remedial measures 
should go hand-in-hand, and that, whilst the terrorism of the Land League 
must ‘be put down, the grievances to which the existence of that body is alleged . 
to owe its origin must be firmly and impartially redressed. To the principle 
of this mode of action little, if any, Conservative opposition is offeréd, and the 
hostility shown towards it by obstructive tactics proceeds almost exclusively 
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from the extreme section of the Home Rulers. It is thus manifest that if 
the the Land 

will 


Laws be by this hostility delayed, the responsibility 
are the avowed opponents of the present system. 


people. Another hopeful indication is the fact that Mr. Shaw and the more moderate 
section of the Home Rajers have practically seceded from the party over which Mr. 
Parnell rules with undisputed sway, and wil) not improbably support the Ministry 


land yet. The Irish, though « sentimental people, are eminently practical. The 
Home Rule movement has been fostered by the belief that no English Government 
would adequately redress the remaining grievances of Ireland. Let but those 
grievances be effectually removed, and the trade of interested agitators will be gone. 
The overwhelming majorities by which the various amendments to the Address have 
been rejected, and the determination evinced both by the Ministry and the House 
of Commons to resist modes of parliamentary procedure obviously intended to 
obstruct all legislative work, must have convinced the extreme Home Rulers that 
their motives are understood, and their conduct condemned by politicians of every 
section but their own. Much time may yet be wasted in obstructive talk, yet we 
may anticipate that the opposition to the so-called Coercion Bills will not now be 
suffered to assume a form which shall seriously threaten the progress of legislative 
action, or defeat those important measures, the enactment of which statesmen, of 
whatever party, who earnestly desire for unhappy Ireland the blessings afforded by | 
the security of law, the enjoyment by her people of personal liberty, and the effectual 
to effect. 


The breach which separates the more moderate from the extreme section of the 
Home Rule party has, of late, been gradually widening, and the. conduct of the for- 
mer since the opening of Parliament affords ground for believing that they may ulti— 
mately take rank with practical politicians, desiring not their own aggrandizement, 
but the genuine well-being of their country. This would be a great national advan- 
tage, and a material aid to statesmen bent upon effecting such legislation for the 
sister island as shall remove reasonable discontent and lay a basis for its future 
moral and material prosperity. The fact is that the obstructive policy pursued by 
Mr. Parnell and his allies is calculated to convince even the most obtuse amongst 


the Irish that their action is not prompted by pure and patriotic motives. Those 


whoee first aim is the amelioration of the condition of their country would interpose 
no obstacles in the way of those statesmen who alone have the power to effect it. 


_ Ne rational politician believes that English rulers would ever consent to the sever- 


ance of Ireland from Great Britain ; or even that, if separated, it could maintain an 


Parliament, since it met; has been mainly engrossed with Irish affairs; other 
topics, however, have received notice, and will hereafter claim special attention and 
regard. The Queen’s Speech indicates measures of general interest, such as the 
abolition of flogging in the Army and the Navy, on which the judgment of the Legisla- 


In fact, one of the most satisfactory results of the debate is the proof it has afforded 

of the agreement of the two great perties in the State that in Ireland the authority 

| of law must be restored, and personal liberty of action secured to every class of the 

in their measures of Land Reform. Should those measures be based upon a just 

foundation, conceived in a spirit of impartiality, and adapted to secure both to land- 

lord and tenant that to which both classes are entitled, there may be hope for Ire 
| 

patriotism, are clearly unpractical, even supposing them sincere. . 
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ture will be sought; and the two wars which we now have upon our bands in South 
Africa will, unless stopped, ere long demand the most serious consideration of our 
senators. On both these conflicts discussions of interest have already taken place. 
The annexation of the Transvaal scoms now, by politicians on both sides of the 
House, to be viewed as a mistake; and that part of the Royal Speech which refers 
to the steps to be taken there to vindicate Her Majesty's authority has been objected 
to by the advanced Liberals. A movement, out of doors, in favour of restoring the 
independence of the Transvaal, is also started, and appears to grow. The Basuto 
War is no less condemned by English public opinion, and it appears by many to be 
thought that the Home Government might at once so effectually interpose as to bring 
it altogether to an end. It should, however, be remembered that self-government 
has been bestowed upon Cape Colony, and that that privilege confers upon the Cape 
Government the right to control the entire internal administration of its own affairs 
Our Cabinet, therefore, while plainly communicating its own views to the Cape 
authorities, and giving such instructions to the new Governor as indicate the policy 
it desires them to adopt, shrinks commendably from any interference which might 
have the semblance of dictation. 


Another judgment has been given in the leading Ritualistic action of the day; 
another sentence is reversed. The Court of Appeal has quashed the judgment so 
recently pronounced in the Queen’s Bench Division against Messrs. Enraght and 
Dale. This last decision, however, has no connection with the merits of the case. 
It is pronounced simply in consequence of a technical error in the mode of issuing 
the writ. The point had been raised by the defendants’ counsel in the argument 
before the Queen’s Bench Judges, but they had regarded it asinvalid. The Lords 
Justices of Appeal consider it as of sufficient moment to upset the previous decision. 
They are careful, however, to show that in all the other, and, in themselves, the inost 
important aspects of the case, the judgment of the Court below was right. Lord 
Penzance clearly had power to pronounce the inhibition, and that inhibition is still 
valid, so that the defendants are still debarred from the performance of public wor- 
ship in their respective churches. Were fresh proceedings instituted, these recalci- 
trant clergymen might, apparently, be re-imprisoned for contempt. The victory, 
therefore, they have gained is one which in no way affects the jurisdiction of the 
Court of Arches, the authority of Lord Penzance, or the vexed and all-controverted 
question of the subjection of the clergy to the civil power. 


A significant indication of the times is afforded by the memorial of the Dean of 
St. Paul’s and others of the clergy, addressed to the Primate, and appealing to his 
judgment on the point whether some concession to the Ritualistic clergy might not 
be made, or some compromise with them effected, by authority, whereby they 
might be released from that imperative obligation resting on them to obey the law as 
it stands, which they find so galling and offensive. Such, however surprising, is the 
_ purport of the memorial. Dean Church, apparently, has till now never realized the 
truth that the clergy of a Church Established by Jaw must be subject to the law by 
which, and to the conditions under which, that Church is established and endowed. 
As ministers of a National Church, they are bound by national authority; and if 
conscience should step in and make obedience impossible, they must, if they would 
be faithful to its dictates, resign their nations! position, This lesson Dean Church ~ 
and his friends have as yet had no necessity to learn, and their perception of the 
need for others learning it, forced upon them by recent events, fills them with sorrow 
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t and dismay. Meanwhile it is affirmed that a Bill will shortly be introduced by the 
| Primate with a view, to some extent, of carrying into effect the desires of the Dean, 
and of others like minded with himself, by affording relief in various matters to the 
tender consciences of the Ritualista, and enabling the more moderate amongst them 
to remain within the pale of the Church of England, without coming into unseemly 
collision with the law, or the judgments of regularly constituted courts, whether 
ecclesiastical or lay. This will be, indeed, a new point of departure in the con- 
troversy, and the event is awaited with the utmost interest by all concerned. 


‘ 
‘ 
4 
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The apprehensions of war in Europe to which the relations between Greece and 
Turkey have given rise, still continue to agitate the Continent. Another step, it is 
true, has been taken by the Porte—that of sending a Circular to the Powers, sug- 
gesting the holding of a second Constantinople Conference, at which some compro- 
mise might be arrived at, or some mode of arranging a settlement proposed, to 
which Greece and Turkey might respectively assent. This suggestion, it is said, 
finds favour with the Powers. But it is by no means sure, should such a Conference 
meet, that Greece will abate one jot of her pretensions, or consent to waive her 
claim to such an extension of her territory as was indicated to be desirable on her 
bebalf by the Conference at Berlin. On the other hand, Turkey may probably 
withdraw even the offer which she made on the 3rd of October last, under appre- 
bension of coercivé action against her by the Powers—an apprehension which, we 
are assured, she no longer cherishes—whilst the repudiation of the concession then 
suggested finds favour with an influential party in the Palace. 


We are glad to find that not only in this country, but also in France, Christian 
principle is asserting itself with reference to the war which, with varying success, 
but with no practical result whatever, still drags its weary length in Basutoland. 
A deputation from Paris has waited upon our Colonial Secretary, representing the 
injury which this protracted conflict is inflicting on the cause of civilization and 
Christianity in South Africa, and, indirectly, throughout the world. The deputation 
represented specially the Evangelical Society of Paris and the French Protestant 
Missionary Society. Generally, it may be taken as representative of the convictions 
and feelings of the Protestants of Paris and of the Continent at large. Our Minister 
received the deputation in the most courteous and friendly spirit, and expressed his 
. general concurrence in their views, promising that their memorial should be laid 
before the Government, and assuring them that the Ministry would do all that 
might be in their power to bring the conflict to a termination. 


From India we learn that the retrocession of Candahar, as indicated in the 
; Royal Speech, is the subject of warm discussion in influential circles, and that public 
i opinion is largely hostile to that policy, as likely to induce a feeling in the native 
Indjan mind that this action of our Government is indicative of weakness and of 
vacillation. This, of course, is an objection to which a step of this kind must of 
if necessity be liable, but it in no way invalidates the grounds on which the Ministry 
_ have arrived at theit decision. The health of the Governor-General has decidedly 
_ . improved, and public business is again transacted by his Excellency. ‘ha ilinoed 
i | _ conspiracy at Kolapore turns out to have been real; but it was, in every respect, a 
| truly contemptible affair, which affords no ground, tither to the public or the Indian 
authorities, for serious apprehension or uneasiness. 


—_— 
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[Prom our own Correspondent. } 


Paris, Jan. 18, 1881. 
DEATH OF BLANQUI. 
The “ Finger of God!” Such is the title 
of a sensible and article in the 


~~ Signal on the life and death of Blanqui, the 


persevering tor against all authority, 
human and divine. The Pair says: “ What 
strikes most people in the life of this man is 
the contrast between the power of his facul- 
ties and their results—nothingness. With a 
lofty intellect and an indomitable will, he 


ui bas always been vanquished. 
He was a great demolisher, who demolished 


single pregnant thought as to any organiza- 
tion wherewith to build upon the ruins he 
attempted to make. The existence of Blanqui 
is a lost existence ; his life has been one of 
labour in vain!” His final act of publishing 
his newspaper, Neither God nor Master, seems 


CHRISTENDOM, 37 


vessel is 
use | 

THE ELECTIONS 
for the Municipal Councils all over France 
have been favourable to the present Govern- 
ment. Even Nimes, so long under clerical 
rule, has cast off the “white” y, and 


RELIGION AND EDUCATION. | 
M. Jules Ferry has stated that the Govern- 
ment are so far from being hostile to religion 


that they intend fuei'itetiog the religious in- 


. t 
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Foreign Intelligence. 
FRANCE, 
ee appointment, are the secret springs of much 
infidelity and atheism. 
PROFESSION AND PRACTICE. 

We cannot repeat it too often, until be- 
lievers become thoroughly such, and act 
out what their creed tells them, showing 
themselves oat-and-out followers of Christ, 
snatching from the fire of hell those 
who are falling into it around them 
—until they get the power from God 
to save their brethren,—the world must 
beome atheist. This is what makes us 

exercised an irresistibie authority over the | rejoice at the prospect of any downright, 
small circle of chosen men who, as he | out-and-out Christians whom God blesses 
planned the matter, were to change the face | coming over to us—those who, whatever 
of society. His efforts were unceasing and | they may trim as to form, will never trim 
vigorous ; he never stopped, whether in prison | doctrine nor practice, and who will not mind 
(for thirty-eight years, off and on) or out, and | pin-pricks and ridicule from Protestants, 
under the supercilious glance of the scientific 
nothing, and who seems to have not had one | smatterer, or the gross taunt of the vice-holden 
. fool, nor wince under the still more fatal 
interference of the “man that holds the 
| Oh! the 
| nefficiency in 
| so often a 
matter of boast! the want of power, of the 
to have been the last bitter drop which caused | fire God has ready for the asking when the 
the cup of wrath to overflow. It disappeared 
almost immediately on its publication, and in 
one of the meetings of furious demagogues 
the white head of him who had gone on in 
his high-handed wickedness was suddenly 
struck down by apoplexy! “Poor atheist! 
God is not mocked!” And yet we cannot 
repress a feeling of the deepest compassion 
and self-humiliation as Christians. What 
’ sort of Christians do- these men meet with ? 
Why is Louise Michel, the furious female 
orator, who follows in his wake, the bitter | resisted manfully. So there promises to be 
atheist she is? In days long past she was a/ full scope for the wise reforms in view, or 
poetess of-no mean talent, praising God in | already commenced. 
her verses, Why are so many rushing to A MUNICIPAL REFORM. | 
similar destruction? May it not be that all; One important item for which 1880 will 
they have known of the votaries of Christi- | be rematkable is the decision of the Paris 
anity has disappointed them ; and instead of | Common Council that legalized prostitution 
settling down, like the great mass of men in | be abolished in January, 1882. This is one 
France, in stolid indifference as to spiritual | of the noble victories of that noble woman, 
concerns, they have tried and tried again, and | Josephine Butler. The police des meurs will 
from disappointment to disappointment, they | be at an end ! 
have become “ fanatics against what has de- 
and the bitterness of religious people who 


4 
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taken to falfil the law, even literally. 
true that the Jesuits are crowding into the 


A BRIGHT EXAMPLE. 

The Protestants of Zaragoza hare met with 
a great losa, the details of which are thus 
given by the Rev. T. L. Gulick, of Madrid : 
“ Bernardo Jaenz, a mason, the most active 
man in the church, was suddenly killed by 
the falling of a foundation wall, When his 
body was dug out from the débris, his Testa- 
ment was found in its customary place in his 
girdle, and tracts in his cap. Though called 
without a moment's warning, he was found 
ready, his ‘loins girt about with truth.’ 
That very day he had been talking to his 
fellow-workmen about the great salvation. 
The night before he had taken potatoes from 
his own scanty store to give to a poor family 
near him. Hedid not let his lefthand know 
what his right hand did, and only after his 
death did we find out how constantly he had 
been in the habit of giving. His own wife 
did not know of half that he gave, but would 
frequently find out by missing food which she 
thought was in the house. It was his de- 
light to visit the fatherless and widows in 
their affliction. If you met him near meet- 
ing time, as I often have, hurrying in another 
direction, you might be sure he was going to 
get some hesitant friend to come to the house 
of prayer. When there, he would pray with 
simple, earnest faith, in particular for the 
conversion of one and another of those for 
whom he was daily labouring. Though he 
never thought of exhorting in our meetings, 
he was always ready and glad to pray. What- 
ever subject of conversation was up, in what- 
ever company, he would, if circumstances 


& 


prayer-meeting, and offered a fervent prayer 
for the conversion of the idolatrous inhabis- 
ants of Zaragoza and of Spain. His funeral 
was attended by hundreds who loved him. 
The great and the mighty may well envy the 
end of this humble mason.” “ We areagain,” 
writes Mr. Gulick, “in the midst of the fes- 
tival of 
THE VIRGIN OF THE PILLAR. 

As usaal, we have our Bible-stand on the 
main street, and, as usual, the ecclesiastics are 


using every means to close it. The ‘ Daily 


Catholic’ (Zi Diario Catélico), of Zaragoza, 
publishes a flaming warning against us, in 
type double the size of the rest of the paper : 
* Warning to Catholics | In the booth in front 
of No. 111, in the Cosa, there are exposed for 
sale, with cynical shamelessness, Protestant 
books, adorned with beautiful covers to at- 
tract attention, like gilded pills. We suppose — 
our authorities are not aware of this illicit 
traffic, which is being carried on in violation 
of the existing laws, and to the most terrible 
detriment of the public morals, We trust 
they will make haste to remove the scandal 
by closing the afore-mentioned booth, which 
offends the Catholic sentiments and faith of the 
city of the Virgin of the Pillar.’ It is more than 


two weeks since the Diario Catélico gave its 
excellent advertisement. 
permitted, bring it around to Christ and His 

Gospel. No other subject seemed to interest 


The Bible-stand 
has been thronged, and the authorities have 


given us no trouble.” 


GERMANY. 


[From our own Correspondent, ] 
Berlin, January 15, 1881. 


Meetings were held every night at three dif- 
ferent places in the city, while last year only 
two places were selected. They were, never- 
theless, all very well attended ; in some cases 


- | 80 crowded were the meetings that numbers 
had to return home. On the first night there 
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he can be condemned the holding of an 
unlawful ~ proves that little care is 
: country without number. The Government 
gives them shelter and employment ; new 
convents are being built, and our quiet, an- 
pretending work is scarcely known. But 
God himeelf protects it; therefore all this 
does not make us afraid.” 
| 
every week, and frequently every day, for a 
long time, The day before his death he was 
talking to the abbess of a Zaragoza convent 
about the Gospel. The very night before his 
Alliance 
| | 
| 
| 
_ THE WEEK OF PRAYER. 
| There has been the usual observance of the 
| Week of Prayer in various parts of German 
ti In Berlin decided progress has been made 
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was 60 numerous an attendance at the Town 
Hall that some of the ministers who were 


Ministry for Public Worship and Instruc- 
tion. Since the reopening on the 8th inst., 
some petitions afferded an opportunity to the 
Ultramontanes to renew their complaints 
against the Government. However, the whole 
question of the struggle against Rome will 
now once more become the topic of discus- 
sion, as, the day before yesterday, Mr. Wind- 
thorst, the leader of that party, introduced a 
bill, according to which the reading of the 
mass and the administration of the sacraments 
will be entirely free, and no longer subject to 
the operation of the May Laws. The Bill was 
supported by the Ultramontanes and the 
Poles. The attitude of the other parties and 
of Government is not yet known. The peti- 
tion addressed to the Emperor on the occa- 
sion of the festivals at Cologne has now been 
answered by the Ministry to the effect that it 
was not the intention of Government, in con- 
nection with the festival, to reconsider the 
‘tine lenislation. 


THE JEWISH QUESTION 


still largely occupies men’s minds. The de- | depu 


bate in the House of Deputies was followed, 
about a week later, by some trifling incident 
which was taken as an ity to renew 
the discussion. The drawback of having 
Jews as judges has been shown by an inci- 
dent which occurred a few weeks since, 
When the new laws on legal procedure were 
enacted for the whole of the German Empire, 
four years ago, the denominational character 
of the oath was abolished, and a form was 
adopted which, only expressing a belief in a 
personal God, might be used equally by Pro- 
testants, [Roman] Catholics, and Jews ; the 
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the legal form, and must be repeated. As the 
clergyman declined to do this, he was fined 
thirty marks. However, the higher tribunal 
reversed this decision; and the Minister of 
Justice has now published a declaration that 
the denominational termination may be added 
to the words prescribed by law. Mr. Sticker 
himself has of late avoided as much as pos- 
sible speaking on the Jewish question, 
but there have been meetings of different 
parties held on the subject. The Anti- 
Semitic League is working in a spirit which 
can hardly be called in accordance with Chris- 
tian charity. In one of the speeches even 
Abraham, the father of the faithful, was stated 
to bave had a Jewish way of bargaining with 
the Lord in his intercession for Sodom and 
Gomorrah. Such things are greatly to be 
deplored, and those who only wish to main- 
tain the Christian character of the nation, 
and to lessen the undue influence of a Jewish 
minority, should distinctly separate them- 
selves from these extreme tendencies. On 
the other hand, the of the Liberal 
ties and other friends of the Jews show 
a wonderful i of the Bible. It cer- 
tainly is a just claim of true Liberalism that 
every man should be allowed to exercise his 
religion, be he Jew, Mohammedan, or Pagan. 
Even the rights of citizenship cannot be 
denied to the Jews; but to pretend that 
Jews ever can or will be true Germans is 
only possible when the charactet of this won- 
derful uation, as shown by divine revelation, 
is totally ignored. The orthodox Jews know 
this well enough; they always consider 
themselves as strangers when away from their 


home in Palestine. 


God.” It was, however, generally taken for 
had another large room opened and | granted that the new form only set forth the 
minimum sanction necessary for a legally 
the 
_ branches of the Alliance, was used 
proceedings, and acted as the representative 
of the Dissenting bodies, whose numbers here 
are but small. 

THE PRUSSIAN PARLIAMENT words just quoted. The judge, who was a 
separated for three weeks’ Christmas holi- | Jew, declared that the oath was not given in 
days, after having settled the Budget of the 
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in the United Kingdom and the colonies is 
2,360 ; without charge, 651. 

It appears from the “ Baptist Handbook ” 
that there are at present connected with that 
denomination in the United Kingdom 2,565 
churches, 3,527 chapels, 952,279 sittings, ~~ 
281,061 church members, 1,902 pastors, 
and 3,039 evangelists. . 


point of fact, the functions of evangelists, 
During the year 1879-80 the Gospel ha 
been carried to a dozen new localities. Each 


families and nine single individuals come out 
of the Romish Church and beg to be received 


as members. We are permitted to hope that, — 
with the blessing of God, we shall reap yet 

more abundantly during the year 1880-81. 
The religious questions excite at this moment 
great attention. A colporteur expressed in one 
of his last reports his joy and surprise at the 


(October—December) amount to £960.” 
Pastors’ Forwp.—At a meet- 
ing of the London Presbytery of the English 
Church, held on the 11th alt, 
Mr. H. M. Matheson called attention to the 
poverty and the struggles of the Waldensian 
pastors. Scotland, be said, was endeavouring 
to raise £12,000, to add an additional £20 
pends of these pastors, 

£ 


| 


that 
‘Church of England should in the 
work to which he had directed attention. 
Tue Cenrrat Union, representing the 


| 
48 
tions—exclusive of those in heathen lands, | 
sustained entirely by the London Missionary | 
Society. The total number of ministers in 
; charge of churches in England and Wales is 
‘ returned at 2,000; besides these there are 
, 37 described as lay pastors, 127 as evan- 
gelista, and 565 as “ without charges.” The 
+ total number of ministers in pastoral charge 
good reception he meets with from the people, 
| everywhere eager and disposed to hear the 
: Gospel. Unfortunately, a heavy deficit of 
£1,440 burdens the Belgian Evangelical 
Society, and the expenses of this quarter 
| 
Ww 
Ite work, he says, has been abundantly | £ 
blessed during the year 1879-80, as is 
tains many interesting facts showing how 
much progress evangelistic work is making 
in Belgium. He adds: “This society—the 
Eglise Chrétienne Missionnaire Belge—has 
twenty-six churches and stations, with forty- 
one places of worship, served by twenty-one | Evangelical Churches of Turkey, sends a 
pastors and evangelists, assisted by ten col-| letter of thanks to Christian friends in the 
porteurs—Scripture-readers, who fulfil, in | United States and in Europe for the men who 
have been educated in these Christian coun- 
tries, and have now come back to be pastor, 
ml | teachers, and physicians in Turkey. They 
one of our congregations has made a greater | mention by name nineteen men, now useful 
or less number of recruits from amongst the | in Christian work and exerting a great in- 
Romanists. Our Church has seen thirteen ! fluence for good. 
4 | 
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Christendom, and in the meantime 


From month to month reports from various 
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Prayer is now so generally observed all over this country and in foreign 
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THE WEEK C 
maintained. 
and published in Zvangeitca 
tention to the united public meetings lor prayer wnat | peel 
aburbe, and also to the reports which up to the present time 
fact that this year, in and around the metropolis, many more 
In the west and centre, 
assemblies, morning evening, have taken place ; Steinway, 
held. In the south of there has been a considerable 
of the week, and in the Metropolitan Tabernacle, the Masonic 
pnnected with various churches, large and successful of 
The attendance generally at the above-men 
but very few of the mectings were 
prayer prevailed ; in all perfect harmony 
m and edifying; while, throughout, a faithfal 
ths of the Gospel of Christ. Besides these 
private ones were held during the week to share 
; and in no less than twenty other different 
of meetings took place. It may truly be said 
His children, and the Holy Spirit refreshed and strength- 
sty ones. The week was appropriately closed on Saturday 
of the Lord’s Supper in Burlington Hall. This was a very 
of communion, and the address (which will be found in the 
given by the Rev. John Matheson. 
Parliament on the 6th ult., and the condition of Ireland, formed 
prayer at the different meetings. 
= arranged by the Council of the Alliance were held this year in 
found to be more commodious than the hall used last year. The 
that 
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shadow of hie presence, Those whom we sufferings of Christ upon the accursed tees 
wee es music in our ears, or to appeal of the stoutest 
toecd ed, about to pass away. merey upon me, 0 God ! rv) result 
heard prayer, and has spared the loved one to of these meetings for united prayer, the Spirit 
=. Chastisements, 400! God has taken the is poured out from on high, one of the Grst 
angel away, that the archangel might come in. and most striking results would be  deepen- 
When God emote us, and when our hearts ing sense of the awfulness of sin felt by the 
were sore and bleeding, it was very hard then Church and by the world without, in accord- 
to justify God—it was very hard to feel that ance with the divine promise that “ whee 
it was in wiedom and in kindness that He did the Comforter is come He shall convince the 
#. Bat now we can look back, and it may | world of sin.” One of the reasons why some 
be with eyes dimmed with tears, it may be make so little of sin is that they think so 
with voices trembling with emotion, it may be little of the regal power of Christ. Self 
with spirits ead and sorrowing,—yet we can indulgence and other sins make it irksome te 
praise and bless God.” adbere to His instructions, and lead men to 
Tumepar, Janvaary 4. enjoy whatever to them may seem enjoyable 
On Tuesday morning the chair was taken Times of prosperity are often times of self- 
by Mr. Alderman and Sheriff Fowler, «r., will, and times when the highest authority 
and the address given by the Rev. J. O. is disregarded. Men do not love to acknow- 
Harrison. He said they had heard the sub- ledge Christ as King They are willing to 
ject read on which he had been invited to take any comfort or safety He offers them, 
speak, and already it hai been the subject of but they are not willing to sabmit to His 
their prayers that morning. They had met authority. They are willing enough to have 
for humiliation and confession for personal Christ as a Saviour, but they are not willing ' 
eins iu disregard of God's claims to devoted- to bow to Him as King. In proceeding, the 
ness of heart and life; for disunion among speaker referred to the liberties taken with 
the disciples of the Lord, and want of fer-| the Holy Scriptures by such mea. They 
vent love towards each other ; for all national accept or reject divine truth as they plesse, 
sins, and especially the increase of Rational- and only retain what may be agreeable to 
iam, open infidelity, immorality, and themselves, This Rationalistic spirit dis 
stition; and for the worldliness of owned the authority of Christ, althongh it 
Churches. There were some who were ready might acknowledge that His teaching was very 
greatly to under-estimate the evil of sin, and free from the mistakes of reporters. Those 
| the spirit of the age is against any deep views who thought in this way, however, would 
of it. Men speak of “ failures,” and “ mis- | never for a moment listen to anything about 
takes,” and “errors,” bat not of their sin. a law which they were bound to obey. Then 
They bave “ deviated from the divine order,” there was the sacerdotal spirit, which con- 
and must be restored to it ; they have got off fessed indeed that Christ was King, but which 
the line, and must be brought back. But | at the same time hid Him from view by « 
they forget that the thing of which they | screen of vestments, and priests who called - 
speak so lightly is that abominable thing the attention to themselves which ought to 
which God hates, Even in Old Testament | be directed to Him alone. In different di- ; 
times, when the conscience was but imper-| rections men were hiding Christ from the | 
feetly educated, it is remarkable to find how view of the people, and not revealing Him as | 
sim was always spoken of. It was the/the Spiritual King. In conclusion, the 
parent of the anguish which found vent in | speaker said the’root of all the evil in the : 
the words, “When I kept silence my bones Church and in the world is the practical re- 
waxed old, thraugh my roaring all the day fusal to recognize Christ as the King to whose : 
long.” It was the reason of wedkness, be- will we were to be conformed in thought and 
cause it was when the Israelites broke the | feeling, word and act. 
eovenant of their Lord that they turned their At the evening meeting, Sir Charles Reed, 
backs upon their enemies. In the New Tes-| 11.D., M.P., oceupied the chair, and the Rev. 
tament the evil of sin was set forth almost in | H. E. Fox gave an address, 
lurid lights ; it is disease, it is death, it is Mr, Fox observed : “It is right that on an t 
severance from the true life, it is “ everlast- early evening of this. week the subject of 
img destruction from the presence of the | Confession and Humiliation should be brought 
Lord” and the glory of His power. In the | before us; and it is wise, surely, that pas- | 
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whatever object we can contem- 
plate or desire. We are to pray to-day for 
the young and their instructors. For parents 
we should, perhaps, pray firstof all. Noone 
has such a glorious relationship to the young 
as their parents, or can influence them s 


schools 


them, perhaps, than the introduction to cer- 
tain social advantages which they afford. And 
then in the matter of literature which is 
placed before the young, what need there is 
for care! How can Christian parents be 
expected to rear a godly seed if they 
allow the minds of the young to be 
filled with infidel teaching, without even 
& proper antidote? What good can come 
of their regarding in matters of religion 


dangerous thing to place before the young in 


some of our periodicals, which I know are ad- 


[Febreary 1, 


not do without a religion, and therefore offer 
a blank atheism, which says in its heart, 


FE 


presented to 

they should 

of love and 

and teachers 

to children about 

suitable and wia- 

ning manner. Pray that God’s blessing may 

accompany such teaching, and we may confi- 

dently believe that a blessed result will 

accrue from it. A godly seed will spring up 

to call:the Lord blessed, and in the place of 

the fathers will be the children throughout 
many 

At the evening meeting the chair was taken 

by Stevenson A. Blackwood, Eeq., o.B., and 


the Rev. E. W. Moore, m.a., gave the address. 
[We hope to give a full report of this address 


Right Hon. the Lord Mayor (one of the Vice- 


cometh to God must believe that He is, and 
that He is the rewarder of them that dili- 
gently seek Him.’ In His existence we 
must believe; im His providence: we must 


God will have connection with faith in Christ. 
We should believe that He is the Mediator 
between God and man. We ehball feel that 
it is only as we approach God through Christ 
and in the name of Christ that we can hope 
for acceptance. We must believe, too, that 


‘le am 
unts of ‘ There is no God !’ and proves by the manner 
in which it says it that the wish is father t 
I im the midst of them ;’ and ‘If ye ask any- | the 1 let w that, under the 
: thing in my name, I will do it’ Believing 
in there words, can be to us 
+ materially. To no one can the parents wi 
propriety voluntarily transfer the training of | it, to pounce on them in case of their doing 
4 their children. If Providence necessitates | wrong. Such representations have exercised 
| such a step, of course the parent may|« most injurious influence with many, and 
being exercieed, and grace and goodiners | others. 
a earnestly and humbly sought. And then, 
5 when the young require other than parental 
: instruction, it falls to the parents to choose 
7% their teachers; and how important it is 
7 that their choice should be wisely di- 
| oh rected! I have been shocked sometimes to 
.* professed) v 
nothing more to recommend 
in our next. | 
Faray, Janvary 7. 
men who are avowed and notorious unbe-| This morning the chair was taken by the 
lievers, and utterly incompetent, ‘herefore, to | [i 
deal with the things of which they presume | Presidents of the Alliance), and the Rev. John 
to speak——men'who are, perhaps, of good moral | Stoughton, p.p., gave the address. He ob- 
character, because they cannot altogether es- | served: “There are general considerations 
cape the influences of Christianity, which | connected with prayer which should be pre- 
they repudiate, and all the more fitted, perhaps, | sent to our minds this murning. ‘He that 
to make their teaching take hold of the minds 
Bg believe; in His righteous government we 
theories, resting on no sufficient basis, where | must believe. And as Christians, our faith in 
everything is assumed that needs to be proved, 
and yet where, in a tone of superiority, the 
writers treat as ignorant all who will not re- 
evive the dicta of their school, the teachings 
of transcendental moonshine, the miserable 
makeshifts of men who discard God and can- 
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the Rev. Mr, Anderson was the speaker. The 
close at a large and 


brought to 


Sermons were preached in 


43 


years, the invita- 
tion of the Alliance was warmly responded 


to. The first meeting was held on Sunday 


333 
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. Riverside Presbyterian 
t giving an address 
ance Year on the words of 
nest Dodd, Kirkwood, and 
WwW part in the exercises. 
in t ings commenced by 
Thr L Sunday afternoon, Jan. 
pel, when there was a 
a ous churches on Heb. 
absequent meetings}there 
than for many years 
pus feeling pervaded all 
re Read F quent meetings were also well attended. The 
ided, and topics suggested by the Alliance were made | 
| 
| 
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cn np visit to Rochester | ance of the Week of Prayer in India. 
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EVANGELIOAL CHRISTENDOM. 
EVANGELISTIC SERVICES AT 
afternoon 

a | neighbourhood. 
SOUTH LON 


** Remittances may be made payable to the order of either of the Secretaries 


(Major-General Field, c.e., and Mr. A. J. Arnold), or to the Treasurer. 


Alliance House, 7, Adam Street, Strand, London, w.c, 
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